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1 5 As relating to thoſe of 
I | Allegiance, Supremacy and Abjuration, required 
by the Government, to be taken at this time: | | 


| Conſidered in a a ; 
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I: Far , BI) | 
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| | Pariſh Church of Hackney, | | 
October the Twentythird, 1715. 
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The Sunday after the general Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Orks to the Inhabitants of that 


0 and the Neighbouring Places: i 4 
By PETER Newcome, M. A. 


icar of Hackney in MiDDLESEX. | | 
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Te have heard that it hath 


been ſaid by them of old time, 
Thou ſhalt not Forſwear thy 

elf, but fhall perform unto 
the Lord thine Oath. 


OT on! the General Neceſſity 


upon moſt of us by the Govern- 
ment, to give in the Security 
of our Allegiance to it by Oaths; 


But the notorious Gil? of Perjury (avow'd 


by ſome, in actual Rebellion; favour'd by 

too many others, ſeditionſly inclin d; and by 

Few dreaded as it ought to be, when tempt- 

ed to it by Intereſt) may well Apologize tor 
the Choice of my Subject at this Time, for 

the Satisfaction (if it may be) of the Scru- 

pulous, the Conviction of the Prejudic'd, the 
Information of the Ignorant, and the Cau- 

tion of us All; Not to Forſwear Ourſelves, 

but to perform unto the Lord our Oaths. | 
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By whom, of old Time, this was ſaid, 
hath been variouſly Explain'd. Some in- 
terpreting it'to be a paraphraſe of the anci- 
ent Expoſition among the Jews of that Law, 
Le. xix. Te ſhall not ſwear by my Name falſly ; Neither 
ſßhalt thou profane the Name of thy God. Seeing 

he that forſmears himſelf, ſmears falſly ; and 

e' that doth not perform unto the Lord his 

Oaths, vilely profanes the Name of God. Some 

take theſe Words to be a Comment made by 

the Anceſtors of the Jews upon the Third 
Commandment, Thou [halt not take the Name 
of the Lord thy God in vain. Or deceitfully 
and falſely, as that Word ſignifieth. Others 
referr them to what the Lox D command- 
Numb. ed by Moſes, when he ſpake unto the Heads of 
ü. 2. the Tribes : Fa Man vom a Vow unto the Lord, 
or ſmear an Oath to bind his Soul with a Bond; 

he ſhall not break his Word ; be ſhall do accord- 

| ing to all that proceedeth out of his Mouth. O- 
| thers are of Opinion, That every Thing faid 

| in the Old Teſtament againſt Falſe-ſwearing, 
was by the learned Men of old Time contract- 

ed into this one Precept. However this be, 

or by whomſoever ſaid, it muſt be acknow- 

iedg'd to have been ſaid conformably to the 
Will of Gov, plainly reveaPd, and frequent- 
ly repeated by that Ancient of Days, in the 
Law, an# in the Prophets, which therefore, is a 
Divine Precept and of eternal Obligation; not 

here intended to be condemn'd or revok'd 

by our Lord; but only freed from the cor- 
rupt Gloſſes and ſcanty Interpretations of 
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the Scribes and Phariſees of that Time; who, 
> while they pretended to interpret, taught 
Men rather 'how to. evade and break the 
Law. Which our Saviour, intending to 
reſtore to its full Extent and Meaning, doth 
approve and eſtabliſh this Saying ; giving it 
the Sanction of an eternal Law; obliging 
all Perſons, in all Times, and on all Occa- 
ſions; Thou ſhalt not forſwear thyſelf, but ſhalt 
perform unto the Lord thine Oaths. 1 
Fox the Underſtanding and Improve- 
ment of which Words, it will be requiſite 
to Conſider, | 
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I. WRA an Oath to the Lord iS. 
II. Wren Men may be faid to for- 
ſwear themſelves thereby. 
III. Tre Obligation, as Nepatively , 
Not to forſwear Ourſelves ; fo, Poſi- 
| tively, to perform unto the Lord our 
Oaths. 


I. AN Oath, being to the Lord, is a ſacred 
Thing, and an Act of Religion. Wherein 
Gov is appealed to, as to witneſs the Truth, 
ſo to avenge Falſhood, for the Confirmation 
of our Teſtimony given to Man. So that 
in every Oath a Man hath to deal with two 

© 1 Parties, God and Man. With God, as One 
— that is privy to the Truth and Sincerity of 
t FF what is depoſed; who neither can be de- 
_ ceived, 
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ceived, nor will deceive by any Falſhood; 
who hateth and will avenge all Falſhood ; 
whom we call upon, and challenge, by his 
Power and Juſtice, to revenge upon us 
whatever Falſhood and Deceit He diſcerns 
in our Teſtimony. 3 5 
AN p therefore, when we take an Oath, 
we take it as in the Preſence of the Great 
Gop: And renounce his Mercy, and ſubmit 
ourſelves to his Curſe, if we be not ſincere 
and faithful therein. Whereby it is diſtin- 
guiſhed from a bare Aſſertion or Promiſe ; 
wherein Gop is not Immediately concerned, 
nor Explicitely appealed to, tho? no ſeſs pre- 
ent and within Hearing ; obliging to Since- 
rity and Truth; the Breach of which will 
impute to us Guilt, and expoſe us to Puniſh- 
ment : But when Gop 1s appealed to for 
its Confirmation (which is of the very Eſ- 
ſence of an Oath) the Guilt reflects alſo 
upon Him. And, as much as in us lies, we 
make God a Liar like unto ourſelves. 
WHEREIN (as was ſaid) we have to do 
alſo with Men: For whoſe Satisfaction and 
Acquieſcence in our Teſtimony we invoke 
God as our Witneſs and Judge. Which is 
the utmoſt Credit can be given, and the 
laſt Reſort of Truth and Confidence among 
Men. After which, none can go further : 
And whom the Religion of an Oath will 
not, nothing will oblige. And this alſo, 
news the Difference between an Oath and 
a Vow. In both which tho? we addreſs = 
| ſelves 
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ſelves directly to Gop; yet in a formal Vom, 
God and Ourſelves are the only Parties con- 
cern'd ; whereas in an Oath, we have to do 
with both God and Man: With God, as our 
Witneſs and Judge; and with Man, as giv- 
ing him hereby the utmoſt Security and Sa- 
tislaction, of our Truth and Fidelity, in 


what we either aſſert or promiſe. And 


therefore, he that falſifies herein, muſt be 
ſuppoſed to believe either that there 1s no 
Gop; or elſe, that he may ſafely defy his 
Vengeance; and may . do the 
worſt he can to deſtroy mutual Truſt and 


Confidence among Men, and baniſ Peace 


and Happineſs out of the World. 
Tn this is the Senſe and Meaning of 
an Oath, both the Form and Rites of Swear- 


ing, uſed among us, ſignificantly expreſs : 
The common Form being, So help me God : 


To which the Party ſworn declareth his 
Aſſent by Laying his Hand on the Holy Goſpel, 
and kiſ/izg it. Hereby, in effect, diſclaim- 
ing all his Intereſt in the great and glorious 
Promiſes, made to him in Chriſt Jeſus, (of 


the Pardon of Sin, the Aſſiſtance of the Ho- 


ly Spirit, and the Gift of Eternal Life.) And 
hereby alſo expoſing himſelf to all the dread- 
ſul Threatnings againſt the Wicked and Un- 
godly (of the Wrath and Vengeance of 
Gop 1n both this and the next Lite) which 
are written in that Book ; if what he hath 


Depoſed be not according to the Truth and 
Sincerity of his own He 
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Numb. js called (as you heard) a Binding of the Soul 
xx. a. (or Conſcience) with 4 Bond; which there 
is no wilfully breaking without falling into 
Perdition. So that a Perſon Swearing is 
bound to ftand to what he hath ſworn, and 
to perform unto the Lord his Oath. The Obli- 
gation whereof ariſeth from hence : Not 
only becauſe it is a Voluntary Act and Promiſe, 
without the Performance of which he can- 
not be juſt; but becauſe he engageth the 
moſt Sacred Being in the Promiſe, and gives 
God for his Security, who hath not only 
Power, but is concern'd in Juſtice, to a- 
venge the Perjury. 30 
TRR Lamfulneſs of the Uſe of ſuch Oaths, is 
what both the Negative and Poſitive Part of 
the Text implies. The Prohibition of For ſmear- 
ing Ourſelves ſuppoſing it to be, in ſome 
Caſes, lawful to Swear : And the Command 
of performing unto the Lord our Oath, implying 
it to be a Duty, when legally called thereto, 
to take an Oath by Him. On which our Sa. 
Diour's Gloſs here was not meant to invali- 
date, but to confirm the Duty of Old enjoyn'd, 
for ever to remain in Force. 
AND therefore an Oath being ſo ſacred and 
uſeful, as it ought not to be proſtituted to e- 
very common and trivial Occaſion, unneceſ- 
farily, and at Mens own wanton Will and 
Pleaſure; ſo it is put into the Power of Ma- 
giſtrates and Governours, for the common 
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of that Obedience we owe to our Superiours, 
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to demand and exact it from us. To which 
as it is every One's Duty to ſabmit, ſo it be- 
comes next, our indiſpenſable Duty, confor- 
mably to the Precept before us, not to For- 
ſwear Ourſelves, bat to perform unto the Lord 
our Oaths. Which brings me to explain alſo, 
II. WEN Menimay be ſaid to For ſwear them- 
ſelves hereby. Now, in every Oath, (of what- 


Z ever Wei it be, whether Aſſertory or Promi 
t 


for) there being a Promiſe included, either 
to declare the Truth, or to perform the Obli- 
gation of what is Worfi, there alſo is neceſ- 
| farily a double Aſpect; one on the preſent In- 
tention; the other on the future Performance. 
Which is therefore directly violated two 
Mays, Firſt, If there be not an honeſt Inten- 
tion at the Time of Swearing ; Secondly, If 
there be not a faithful Performance aſter- 
Ward. 1 

A honeſt Intention, conſiſts in a Confor- 
mity between our Mords and Heat; obli- 
ging to Swear in Truth and in Judgment. 
IN Truth, in Oppoſition to Falſhood ; ac- 
2 cording to certain Kowledge ; and with 

| To aſſert or 

2 promiſe any Thing upon Oath, contrary to 
* Kyowledge, would be to Swear to a Lye; 
2 which is downright Perjury : Or to be Poſi- 
tive when we do really Doubt, is the ſame in 
the A#, tho? not in the Degree of Guilt, be- 
cauſe not ſo very directly and ſully againſt 
3 Conſcience ; Or, to mean deceitfully, whethet 
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by Equivocation, or by mental Reſervation, is 
to Swear falſly, „% 
 EquivocaTtion (which is an ambiguous 
and doubtful Kind of Expreſſion, capable of 
a double Meaning; the one true, the other 
falſe ; being projected and contriv'd to be 
doubtful on purpoſe to dereive; with an In- 
tention that the wrong Senſe ſhould be ta- 
ken for the trae one, being diſguis'd and con- 
ceaPd) falſifieth an Oath, tho? it deſtroy not 
Truth. For the Oath is to fatisfy the Impoſer ; 
being to be underſtood in the Senſe it is gi- 
ven. Which is not in the Power of the 
Taker to wreſt to his own Senſe reſerved to 
himſelf, ſo as to impoſe upon the Givers of 
it; which is neither Honourable nor honeſt; 
eludeth the End of Swearing ; is a wrong to 
Truth; a mocking of God; a deflroying of Faith 
and mutual Confidence, leaving Strife and Con- 
troverſies perpetually undecided ; is inconſiſtent 
with the Simplicity and Parity of a Chriſtian ; 
whereby Perjury will become as much more 
dangerous and damnable, as there is Cun- 
ning and Artifice in it. . 
MENTAL-R RESERVATION is, when a Man 
hath no mind to ſpeak out ſincerely, and yet 
is oblig'd to ſay ſomething ſatisfactorily: 
Who, mincing the Truth in pieces, ſome part 
of it he communicates, the reſt he keeps to 
himſelf, That which he communicates ſhall 
be either falſe, or foreign to what he thinks, 


whereby he deſigns to deceive. That which 


he keeps to himſelf is a Truth, whereby he 
TY b intends 
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intends to be excuſed from the Deceit of 
what he uttered. Which is fo far from e- 
cuſing, that it ſerves to accuſe a Man to his 
own Conſcience of the Guilt of Perjury. 
W hoſe Heart tells him, that his Tongue Iy*d 
and that what he ſpoke out was a cheating 
Falſhood, which ought to be either /upply'd 
or recall d. For it is a Rule that holds in all | 
Kind of Converſe, but much more in all ſo- 
lemn and religious Oaths ; That if we are 
knowingly Falſe and Faithleſs in the Words we 
ſpeak out to be heard, we {hall be neverthe- 
leſs ſo; nor will our Caſe be one jot the bet- 
ter, for our molt deliberate Reſervations to 
the contrary : Seeing what is kept a Secret 
to Ourſelves, is to Ourſelves, which no Body 
elſe can be concern'd with; but what by 
our Words we ſpeak out to Others, by that 5 
alone our Veracity muſt ſtand or fall. And 
therefore when we Swear, we mult Swear | 
not only Truth, but truly; as far from De- 
2 ceit in the Heart, as from Falſhood in the - 
3 Tongue; ſincerely and honeſtly, without 
an I Reſerve or Diſguiſe to deceive or evade the 
ret Inqueſt. | Ki 
> We are, likewiſe, oblig'd by the Honeſty 
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5 bj of our Intention to Swear in Judgment : Ma- : 
to F | king uſe of our Underſtanding and Con(idera- - 
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ball tion; with great Deliberation well weigh- 
ks. ing What it is to Swear ; What we are required 
| ot 0 Swear to; What Occaſion and Neceſſity there 
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to Swear.unadviſedly, raſhly, unthinkingly, 


indiſcreetly, irreverently,without Neceſſity, 


unrequired, cuſtomarily, or to any and eve- 
ry Thing, tho? never ſo vain or trifling. 
W hereby not only the Sacredneſs of an Oath 
15 proſtituted, its Obligation diſſolved, but 
the Innocence of Men is oft ſurprized by un- 


thought of Perjury; and their Wills too eaſily 


diſpoſed for deliberate Perjury; who Swear- 
ing at an Adventure, whether they Swear 
true or falſe will be alike to them, conſider- 
ing neither; who, if they eſcape being per- 


jured, may thank their Chance, but not 


their Vertue. 5 Js 1 
Yea, tho? Men ſhould Swear with an Ho- 


eſt Intention in Truth and Judgment, mean- 


ing never ſo well at the Time of Swearing ; 


yet, if they wittingly negle& to act conform- 
_ ably to their Oath afterwards, they will ne- 
vertheleſs be forſworn for want of the other 


Requilite, | IS 1 
A faithful Performance, whereby alone we 
can Swear. allo in Righteouſneſs. And this 
will oblige us never to Swear to any Thing that 
is unlawful in itſelf; becauſe ſuch an Oath is 
not performable without violating our Duty 
to Gop, from which Nothing can abſolve 
us: Never to Swear what we intend never to 


make good; which is Diſhoneſty in Ourſelves, 


_ Diſappointment to Men, and an Affront 
0 Gop; Appealing 


BEING topatronize and atteſt our Unrighte- 
ouſneſs: And. finally, Newer to Swear, bat alſo 
OO endeavouy. 
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to a Juſt and Holy. 
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„ endgeavour to perform unto the Lord our Oaths; | 


„ without ſeeking; to elude the Obligation by 
e- © Shifts and Quirks, and fraudulent Interpre- 

. > trations afterwards; or omitting 3 
h _ Negligence, Idleneſs, or Forgetfulneſs, to be 
at as good as our Word, though to our own 

temporal Hurt. Lord, {aid the inſpired P/al- | 
ly 3 miſt, who ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle ? Maho pſal. war, 
T- Phall dwell in thy holy Hill? He that ſweareth to — + | 
ar his own hurt, and changeth not, And, Who, pg xxiv. 
r- 2 faid heagain, ſhall aſcend into the Hill of they, 
r- Lord? and who ſhall aſcend into his holy Place? 
ot He that hath clean Hands and a pure Heart; — 4. 

* who hath not lift up his Soul unto Vanity, wor © 

o- form decettfuly,  _ 
n=. X Tuaxssx are the Scripture Rules by which 


12 all Oaths ought to be modify'd. By which, 
N- governing Ourſelves, none of us will either 
e- make a Jeſt of the Oaths we have taken, nor 
er think ourſelves at Liberty to diſpenſe with 
7 them at Pleaſure. 15 5 —— 
ye Bur to make good This, I proceed to 
lis Explain now, 585 Fe | 
at ; CE | 


is III. Lafh, T xx Obligation, in the Text, 


ty as Negatively, Not to Forſwear ; fo, Poſitively, 
ve To perform unto the Lord our Oat hes. | 
td 1. To diſſuade from Perjury , theſe few - | 


5, Hints, to any that pretend to fear God, will 
nt #3 fuffice, It being a Sin of the higheſt Guilt, 


ly. and a Violation of bott Honting F 
Ee: Goa, and injuring M 7 
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oo the higheſt Ads of religious Worſbip 


AF „. 


voking Affront, than to Swear falſly, by the 
True God, as a Witneſs and an Avenger, in a 
Concern, wherein there is neither Honeſty 
nor Fideliiy? In Favour and Compaſſion to 
us, Gov hath vouchſafed to lend us his Sa- 
cred Name to Swear by, for Aſcertaining of 
Truth, and the Deciſion of Controverſies a- 
mong us. But therefore to make Uſe 
this falſly, raſhly, deceitfully, and wickedly, 
what a Complication of Impiety doth it im- 
ply ! It is a manifeſt Violation of that plain 
and grand Law of Gop, Thou ſhalt not take 
the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. Which 
our Lord here interprets, Thou ſhalt not for- 
ſwear thyſelf ; to deterr from which, a ſevere 
Threatning, is added, For the Lord will not 
: hold him guiltleſs (i. e. He will eſteem him to 
be a very guilty Wretch indeed) that taketh 
his Name ia vain. Upon which it. is obſerv'd, 
That whereas there is no Threatning added 
to any other of the Commandments but to 
the Second, this is intended to admoniſh, 
That next to Iaolatry and to Worſhipping of 
a falſe God, Perjury is one of the vileſt Af- 
fronts that can be offerechagainſt the True 
TT | | 
IT (again) the Profanation of one of 
wherein 
the Sacred Name of Go p is ſolemnly in- 
_ vok'd, his Divige Excellencies and Perfecti- 
> ORs . 
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be above all created: 


(>, Jolemn Appeal made 
Wtures whatſoever : To 
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do which with a Lye 1n One's Mouth, is no 
leſs Hypocriſy, than to make long Prayers to de- 
vour Widows Howſes ; and worſe Sacriledge 


than was Belſþhazzar's drinking out of the 


hallow'd Veſſels of the Temple. _ ol 
AND this, with the leaſt Shame, and greateſt 
Deſperateneſs: For, whereas moſt other Sins 
dread and ſneak away from the Thoughts 
and Preſence of God, with ſome ſort of Mo- 
deſty, (and they that are drunk are drunk in the 
night — And the Adulterer and Thief wait for 
the Night to avoid all Witneſſes to their 
Deeds of Darkneſs---not having God in all their 
Thoughts, while employ'd in Commiſſion of 
their Sins; and hiding Him from them- 
ſelves at leaſt, who cannot hide themſelves 
from Him ; ) *Tis the forſworn Wretch alone 
that doth out-face the Preſence, and defy the 
Authority of the Great Gop ; who telling his 
Lye, invokes God to atteſt it for Trath, with 
a Defiance of his Vengeance on his Falſhood. 
Which (becauſe it muſt ſuppoſe a Belief 
that either Gop k»oweth nothing of the Mat- 
ter; or matters not what He doth know; or is 
himſelf falſe, and a Patron of thoſe that are 
ſo; or that He is impotent and contemptible 
enough not to be feared, however provoked) 
is the Height of Impadence, Atheiſtical, and a 
Villany Man cannot attain to till he hath ſtu- 
pify'd his Conſcience, and can more than 
ſay in his Heart, There is no God; or which 
is as bad, can defy Gad. For an Oath being 
an Appeal to Goa's Jaſtice, the Swearer Con- 
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| ſents to fall under the Rigour of it, if he 
falſifies. And therefore, by his Per jury he 
diſclaims any Appeal to Mercy afterward. So 


Mercy, by this, they ſet Mercy at a defiance, 
and throw themſelves, with their own Will 
and Conſent (which & the moſt fearful Way 

of falling) into the revenging Hands of the Liv. 


ver, but a timely and ſore Repentance. 
Angainſt Man, alſo, This is a Sin of miſchie- 
vous Conſequence; which is a Wrong not 
only to this or that particular Man that is 
{0 damag'd by it, but it is Treaſon againſt 
Humane Society; ſubverting, at once, the 
Foundation of Publick Peace and Private 
Security; Creating horrible Confuſions; 
haſtening down heavy Judgments in the 
World; confounding Right and Wrong, 
Truth and Falſhood, Juſtice and Injuſtice ; 
rabbingVertue and Innocence of all Defence; 
putting into the Power of the Malicious and 
Cruel to oppreſs and murder: and defeat- 
9 ing the beſt and wiſeſt Device for the Peace 
of Government and the Security of Property. 
| The Deſtructiveneſs whereof Solomon ele- 
gantly deſcribes, when he faith, That 4 
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f Faith: Of which the Complaints, Oppreſ- 


that, as by other Sins Men make an ill ſe of 


ing God, from whence there is none can deli- 
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he 3 are but tooſad and too common a Teſtimony. 
he Nox may the Guilty Perſon hope to eſcape 


So Y always himſelf. This being one of thoſe . 

of = Sins that cy. aloud to Heaven, quickens the 

ce, pace of God's Vengeance, as 4 ſwift Meſſen- 3 
ill ger againſt the Smearer, that ſhall enter into te 


ay * Houſe of him that ſweareth falſly by the Name of Zach. v. 4. 
Goa, and ſhall remain in the midſt of his Houſe, 

li- and ſhall conſume it, with the Timber thereof, and 
the Stones thereof. It ſhall remain in the midſt of 
ie- ® his Houſe and ſhall conſume it. Which entering, — 5: 


ot remaining in, and conſuming the Houſe, with the 


is very Timber and Stones of it, belonging to the 
aſt - Perjur'd, n an unavoida- 
he ble, imperceptible, ſwift, fierce and final 
te Deſolation of Enjoyments: Impoveriſhing 


s; Eſtates, blaſting Reputation, entailing a 
he Curſe on Poſterity, ſearing or terrifying. 
1g, Conſcience, driving away the Spirit and 
„e; Peace of Gop, abandoning to the Slavery 
ce; | of Luſts and the Devil; rendring miſerable 
nd and odious while alive, and wretched and 
at- everlaſtingly tormented after Death. 

= Wricy Things having faid, and being 
well conſidered, no more need be ſaid to en- 
kindle a pious Zeal againſt a Sin of ſo aggra- 
vated a Guilt, and miſchievous Conſequeace. 
Ap therefore this alſo is, as the Text is 
Poſitive, nl! TE, 815 
2. TO perſuade 40 perform anio the Lord 
our Oaths. For which the Words I have 
to add will be of force with every good Sub- 
ject, who in the Far of God hath learnt to 
cnn. © "Ke Honour 
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Honour the Kjng. Who having now ſworn Al- 
tegiance to his Preſent Majeſty King GzoxGx, 
acknowledg?d his Supremacy, and abjur'd the 
Pretender, together with his open and ſecret A- 
bettors, with Honeſty and Fidelity, will think 
himſelf bound, for his Oath's Sale, to render un- 
to Ceſar, the Things that are Ceſar's, that he may 
not be wanting in rendring unto God, the 
Things that are God's. There being no Rea- 
ſon why theſe Oaths ſhould not be as ſtrictly 
Binding in this Preſent Reign, as in the Laſt, 
or in any of the Preceding Reigus; ſeeing the 
Religion of an Oath, and the Right of the Pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, are the very ſame, and by 
the ſame Laws of God and of our own Coun- 
try, as Valid now as heretofore. Inſomuch, 
that as None can now meddle with them that 
are given to Change without being Perjur'd 
ſo can there be no Change to be meddled wit 
in the Preſent Government, but what is 
infinitely for the Worſe, and without any 
Temptation, One would think, to be perjur'd 
for it. N : 5 
E OR, as Matters now ftand with us, 
there can no Change be intended, but from 
Proteſtantiſim and Liberty, to Popery and Slave- 
1j. The late loud Cry of the Danger of our 
Church, having been morethan enough ex- 
plain'd in the preſent Villanous Rebellion, 
avow'd by none but perjur'd Proteſtants, and 
bigotted Papiſts; who appear to have no Senſe | 
of Honour, no Regard for Oaths, no real In- 
tention for the Intereſt of that Church, their 
. 3 Concern 
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2 Concern for which was the Stratagem made 


h uʒſe of to praQtiſe upon the Affections of the 
People, nor no Pity for their dear Countrey, 
| riſquing their All, in order to fave the moſt 
nk Gulli Subjects, to Dethrone the molt Mild, 
* Juaſt, Wiſe, and Excellent Proteſtant Prince, 
wy and to bring in a Popiſh Pretender, Educated 


the and Conſirm'd in all the Principles of Ro- 
-_ 2? miſh Idolatry and French Tyranny ; from whom 
ws þ nothing may reaſonably be expected but 


» * the utter Extirpation of the Proteſtant Faith, a 
'# fierce Perſecution againſt all that will not re- 
nounce it, a letting in, as a mighty Torrent, 
by upon us the moſt Antichriſtian Doctrines and 
RNidiculous Superſtitions, and the entire Loſs 
ch, f our Excellent Conſtitution and Britiſh Liber- 
1 lies, which have been Purchaſed and Pre- 

' > ſerved by fo long a train of Remarkable Pro- 
vith | vidences, and at ſo vaſt an Expence of Blood 


r W and Treaſare, to be ſucceeded by Arbitrary 


any Government and the worlt of Slavery: 
3 For what elſe? and ſomething worſe, 
may we look tor, from One who comes full 
of Revenge, and fir'd with Reſentment a- 
gainſt that Nation and People whom he ac- 
counts Hereticks and Rebels; by whom he 
hath beenlongExcluded from what he calleth 
his Right; and with whom he can be obliged 
to keep no. Faith, to Secure us, or to Bind bime 
and 3 /eff, longer than he can have Opportunity 


nic to Deſtroy us. Whence it cometh hard 
In- to produce one Inſtance of a Popiſh Prin ce 
heir that ever long kept his Word witl his Pro- 
ern 5 
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reſtant Subjects; but eafie, on this Occaſion, 
to remember Him, whom, to our Coſt, we 


* 


i 


ourſelves experienc'd to Act contrary to his 
moſt ſolemn Engagements with uus. 
Away, then, with thoſe Miſcreants that 
Swear Allegiance and Intend Rebellion; That 
Uſurp the Liberty not only to Thizk, but to 
Speak the moſt contemptuous Evil of the 
preſent Dignities: That Deſpiſe, Traduce and 
Murmur under their Dominion: That by 
Falſe and Malicious Reports create Jealous 
ſies, irritate Fears, and encourage Averſneſs 
againſt the Government that Protects them: 
Who, inſtead of Praying for the Ring in Au- 
thority, hardly forbear to Carſe Him in their 


Hearts; and, moſt irreverently, affect to 
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Diſtinguiſh themſelves, by ſome ſpecial diſ- 
regard to thole Prayers that are made for 
Him, by Appointment in the Church. 
LoyarTy and Submiſſion have been wont 
to be the Boaſt and Glory of the Church of 
England; but, of late, it ſeems, ſuch Pra- 
ctices as theſe have been too much, howe- 
ver unreaſonably; the Scandal of it. Where- 
in 1t 1s notorious, that ſome who have for- 
merly extended their Principles of Loyalty 
too high, are generally the very Perſons who 
have fince exemplity'd their Practice of 
Obedience to the Government much too 
low tor its true Doctrine contain'd in its 
Articles, Canons and Homilies. And, therefore, 
the true conſciencious Members thereof, tho? 
they may not, perhaps, have given in to = 
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of an OarTn:. 21 
moſt extravagant 8 trains of Loyalty, yet they 
have ever expreſs'd ſo juſt a Submiſſion to the 


Government, as hath proved ample Security 


to the Publick Peace, and a certain Oppoſi- 
tion to all Diſturbers and Breakers of it. 

Ir, therefore, we be really concern*d to 
ſupport the Honour of our Eftabliſh'd Church, 
Now is the Time heartily to put Her Prin- 
ciples into Practice: To be True to our 
Oaths and Engagements; and, in every re- 
ſpect, Live as becometh Peaceable and Loy- 
al Subjects; in our ſeveral Places, Studying 
to be Quiet, and, in the Fear of God, doing 
our own Buſineſs z an eſſential Part whereof 
is, at this time eſpecially, to Honour the 
Ring, and not Meddle with them that are given 
to Change ; who Change Religion into Rebelli- 
on, and Faith into Faction, riſing up againſt 
the beſt of Princes, in the worſt of Caaſes. 

Bur, Beloved, we are perſwaded better Things 
of you, tho? we thus ſpeak; We have not ſo 
learned Chriſt : Who abominate the Chara-.  * 
Qter of having aſſerted the Uzlawfulneſs of 
Reſiſting the Worſt Princes, and of Riſing in 
Rebellion againſt the Beſt, Let us thankful- 


% 


ly leave Gop to Rule over us, in his own 


Way, and by his own appointed Vicege- 
rents ; who always knoweth how to do this 


beſt, and hath already done fo for us, in 


quietly Settling, and hitherto Supporting 
His preſent MajzsTY upon the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms: Whereon long may He 
flouriſh! And firmly may He be ſupported, 
1 | againſt 
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againſt the Deſigns of his Enemies, by the Love 
and Loyalty of his Subjects, thro the Favour 
and Goodneſs of Him, by whom Kings reign, and 
Princes decree Fuſtice. g : 
Wrom having alſo, ſo ſolemnly and ſacredly, 
upon Oath, recogniz'd to be Lawful and Right- 
ful King of this Realm— To whom we have 


pꝛomiſed to be faithful, and bear true Allegiance, And 


Him will Defend, to the utmolk of our Power, againſt 
all Traiterous Conſ piraties and Attempts whatſoever, 
which ſball be made againſt his Perſon, Crown and 


Dignity—— And all thefe Things, having alſo pub- 


lickly declared, that we did plainly and fincerely 
Acknowledge and Swear, accozding to the expꝛeſs 


Words by Us then ſpoken, and attoꝛding to the plain 


and common Senſe and Underſtanding of the ſame 
Wozds, without any Equibotation, mental Evaſion, 
oz ſecret Reſervation whatfoever—PYeartily, Willing⸗ 
ly and Truly, upon the Faith of a Chiifftian— 

Hereby we have left Ourſelves no Room now to 


diſpute the Title of the King, or to complain of any 
, Compulſion' in our Oath. 5 


Fox, whatever the King Right might be Ori- 
ginally (than which none was ever better) to the 
Crown ; yet ſeeing He is actually in Poſſeſſion of it, 
and we have ſworn Allegianceto him, we are no 
longer at Liberty to queſtion, having bound our- 
ſelves to ſubmit. To diſpute Titles, is a difficult Point; 
for which every One hath neither Capacity nor 


Leiſure ; but to perform unto the Lord our Oaths, is 
a poſitive plain Duty, which none can be igno- 
rant of, or may be excuſed from. 


It neither is, 
nor perhaps ever will be agreed upon, That an 
Hereditary, is preferable to a Parliamentary Right : 
And who is there that hath any Degree of Cer- 
tainty that the Pretender, even before the Aldi- 
cation of the late King James, had any Right at 


all. 
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all to the Britiſh Crown ? Whereas, all being a- 


* greed, and none doubting, That it is our Duty 
nd do perform unto the Lord our Oaths; this is ſufficient 
to oblige us not to violate it, contrary to Know- 
y, ledge, upon the Account of what, at the beſt, is 
r- obſcure and dubious, being againſt our Oaths. 
wwe To which the Complaint of having been compell' d, 
Ind is both groundleſs and ſcandalous. 
n& |} *T1s groundleſs, becauſe we have ſworn the 
er, © contrary, That we did it heartily, willingly, and 
nz truly: Which we migbt have refuſed if we mould; 
ub- yea, which we ongbt to have refuſed, whatever 
rely we ſhould have ſuffered, if it had been other- 
es wiſe: And which ſeveral bave refuſed, without 
ain ſuffering any Evi comparable to the Guilt of Per- 
ame M7 And tho' ſome, no doubt, would not have 
ws | ſworn, had they not been call'd upon, but had 
me: 8 been left to their own Liberty; and conſequent- 
ly, their Oath was not perfectly voluntary; yet 
they having choſen to Swear, rather than ſuffer the 
ta, Penalty of not Swearing, they ſo far will'd their 
n;, {| own Obligation, which (in the Judgment of the 
_ X beſt Caſuiſts) nothing can excuſe them from 
Ap therefore, it is a ſcandalous RefleFion on | 
fit, ide Government, to compare the Exaction of theſe | 
- NO Oaths from us, to the Demands of an Highway- _— 
our- Man or Robber, with his Piſtols at our Breaſt, : 
ount; to diſcover to him our Treaſure upon Oath, 
nor for which he hath no Authority, and to whom 
bs, is ve think not ourſelves obliged to tell the Truth. 
S20- For, not to inſiſt upon the Indecency of this Ob- 
N jection; its Falſhood is manifeſt from the Diffe- 
* an rence of the Caſe : Seeing our Acceptance of 
ight : Protection from a Government, juſtly indebteth 
Cer- our Submiſſion to it; with which Security is but 
_ al exchanged hereby. And our Allegiance is required 
at all 15 from 
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from us by the Government, not as our Purſe 
is, by a Thief, as a Prize, by Force; but call d 
for as A juſt Recompence from us, by Reaſon and 
Law. For our Refuſal of which, being diſſatiſ- 
fied out of Conſcience, we ought to take even 
the ſpoiling of our Goods joyfully, ſhould it come to 
this or worſe, Whereas having comply'd unwil- 
lingly, and at the fame Time declaring, upon 
Oath, that we did it heartily, willingly and truly, 
our very Swearing is Perjury, and our Forſwear- 
ing a monſtrous Villany. Which ſtrikes at even 
the Majeſty of Gop, and betrayeth the Throne 
of the King. Which undermines the very Foun- 
dations of Religion and Juſtice, and moſt ſenſi- 
bly grieveth the Hearts of all good Chriſtians. 
Which threatens the Safety of every good Sub- 
je, and not only works Miſchief to the Inno- 
cent, but aſcertains Damnation to the Guilty. 
IN Allegiance then to Gop, in Loyalty to 
the KING, in Love to our Country, in Charity 
to the Souls of Men, we are all bound, and 
now calF'd upon by the Iniquity of theſe Times, 
to do all we can, to diſcountenance and expel 
this fatal Miſchief, and foul Scandal from among 
us, by Inſtructing plainly, Reproving impartial- 
ly, and Perſuading vehemently, what is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to be Heard now, tho ſaid by them of 
old Time, Thou ſhalt not Forſwear shyfelf, but ſhalt 
perform unto the Lord thine Qaths, 7 
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